[ Downloaded from jrh.mazums.ac.ir on 2025-12-07 ]

Religion and Health

1-

3-

SN
1

ORIGINAL ARTICLE |

2017, Vol: 5, No: 1, Pages: 11-20.

Effect of Spiritual Group Therapy on Anxiety and Quality of Life among

Gestational Diabetic Females

Marziyeh Niaz Azarit, Masoomeh Abdollahi?, Narjes Khatoon Zabihi Hesari®, Jamal Ashoori*

Assistant Professor of
Educational ~ Manage-
ment, Department of
Educational  Sciences,
Ghaemshahr Branch,
Islamic Azad University,
Mazandaran, Iran

PhD in Educational
Management, Department
of Educational Sciences,
Sari Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Mazandaran,
Iran

Assistant  Professor  of
Psychology, Payame No-
or University, Iran

PhD in Psychology, Dep-
artment of Psychology,
Isfahan (Khorasgan)
Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Isfahan, Iran

*Corresponding Author:
Jamal Ashoori

Department of Psychology,
Isfahan (Khorasgan) Branch,
Islamic Azad University,
Isfahan, Iran

Email:
Jamal_ashoori@yahoo.com

Received: 27 May 2016
Revised: 16 June 2017
Accepted: 17 June 2017

Abstract

Background and Purpose: Gestational diabetes (GD) is one of the
most prevalent diseases in women during pregnancy that is initiated and
diagnosed during the pregnancy. Given the importance of early diagnose
and timely treatment of this disease, the present study was conducted to
investigate the effect of spiritual group therapy (SGT) on anxiety and
quality of life among the women with Gestational diabetes.

Materials and Methods: This quasi-experimental study was
conducted on 40 women with GD referring to the healthcare center of
Varamin, Tehran, Iran, in 2015 using a pretest-posttest design. The study
population was selected through available sampling method and randomly
assigned into two groups of 20 cases. The experimental group was
subjected to eight 80-minute sessions of SGT. The two study groups filled
out the World Health Organization’s quality of life and the Cattell’s anxiety
questionnaires. The data were analyzed by multivariate analysis of
covariance method using SPSS version 19.

Results: According to the results, there was a significant difference
between the experimental and control groups in terms of the anxiety and
quality of life (P<0.01). In other words, SGT significantly led to the
reduction of anxiety and enhancement of quality of life among the women
with GD.

Conclusion: As the findings of the present study indicated, the SGT
method had a significant role in the reduction of anxiety and improvement
of the quality of life. Therefore, the counselors and therapists are suggested
to use the SGT method to decrease anxiety and increase quality of life.
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